
Report of Activities President FMJD Harry Otten 

The past 16 months, after my election as President of FMJD in Berlin, have been full of activities. In 

Berlin I had explained that my most important goals were to strengthen FMJD financially and to 

make draughts more international. That involved a lot of travelling. 

In February of 2010 I went to Sao Paulo in Brazil to investigate whether there still were possibilities 

to organize the World Championship Men that was cancelled in 2009. After meeting many 

authorities I came back with some optimism and we delayed the deadline for a final decision a few 

times only to come to the conclusion that the tournament was not possible in Brazil at that time. The 

financial crisis was still having a great impact. Compensation for booked travel and visa has recently 

been paid.  

In Tallinn I visited Janek Mäggi and the tournament over there. During a private lunch the mayor of 

Tallinn expressed interest for draughts and promised support where he would be able to give it.  

In Yichun in the north of China a first Asian tournament organized by the Chinese Mind Sports 

Federation was held and I was asked to be there. This enabled further contacts with China. We can 

see that Chinese players increase in strength rapidly and the hope would be that they will be able to 

compete for the World Championship later in this decade.  

The annual Sport Accord conference was held in Dubai. We also had our IMSA (International Mind 

Sport Association) meeting there. We spoke at length with Patrick Nally one of the most famous 

Sports marketers and with the people of Dentsu. They have applied for membership of Duplicate 

Poker into IMSA. Draughts, GO and Bridge are enthusiastic about this idea not only because it will 

give a lot of sponsorship money but FIDE has strong reservations. During the year FMJD will receive 

development funds through IMSA out of this sponsoring. 

Later it was decided that Duplicate Poker will acquire observer status in IMSA which does not 

jeopardize sponsorship. In the mean time Sport Accord went into negotiations with potential 

organizers for Sport Accord World Mind Games. These first games will be held in Beijing in 

December. It is an unprecedented event for FMJD. Only the real top players of the world can 

participate and divide a total prize money of $100,000. FMJD will receive a management fee of 

$50,000. The tournament will be played with a new system that includes normal games, rapid, blitz 

and barrages. To qualify for the SAWMG World Cup tournament are organized. The World 

Championship in May in the Netherlands will count as a World Cup tournament and there is also one 

in Ufa in Bashkortostan in July. The total prize money there is €75,000 We are trying to organize 

another World Cup before mid October. 

I visited Ufa in October 2010 to talk about the World Cup tournament and I had a meeting with the 

President of the State who expressed his will that Bashkortostan will be a leading draughts country. 

We are glad to assist the president.   

In November we held an FMJD Board Meeting in Bamako in Mali. The meeting got a lot of attention 

from the Press and vice President Mr. Fofana and I gave a live interview on Mali television. The 

opening and closure of the meeting were attended by ministers and people from various embassies. 

There was also live music. After Mali we had the intention to go to The Gambia to visit the President 

of the country in view of the World Championship of 2013 but he was not in his office during the 

period. We visited Senegal for a few days and could strengthen the ties with the draughts federation 

there.  

China organized a large tournament in December in Xin Tai for players with a rating of 2,200 or less. 

This was aimed at given the Chinese talents playing routine without losing all games. It worked very 



well and all players were very enthusiastic. I was at the opening, gave a speech and met the mayor 

and important people from the Party.  

The Gambia was finally visited in early March. I had a meeting there with the President and ministers 

who expressed all their great interest to organize the World Championship Draughts in 2013. It came 

as a great disappointment when we received letters at the end of March that they withdrew their 

candidacy. The argument they used was that they expected that FMJD would bear many more costs 

instead of the organization even though I have been completely clear from the start that FMJD has 

no such funds available. We now have to find another organizer for the World Championship of 

2013. 

Besides all this travel I have been in frequent touch with the other Board Members about 

developments in draughts that are of interest to us. We also had a detailed look on the finances of 

FMJD and the Foundation to support FMJD. The two need to be entangled and a proposition for this 

is written to be considered by the General Assembly. 

The year to come will be full of challenges. However, we seen an increasing interest to organize 

World Cup tournaments and the finances of FMJD are gradually improving ultimately hopefully 

generating possibilities to further promote our beloved sport. 

Bennekom, april 2011 

Harry Otten 

President FMJD 

 


